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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 


No historian of the eastern Islamic world is unfamiliar with the 
works of Vasilii Vladimirovich Bartol’d (1869-1930), or Wilhelm 
Barthold, as his name was orginally rendered in the Germano- 
Russian milieu into which he was born. His magnum opus, the 
work based on his St. Petersburg doctoral thesis, Turkestan down to 
the Mongol Invasion, appeared in English in the Gibb Memorial 
Series in 1928, and with an extra, hitherto unpublished chapter, 
again in 1968. The late Professor V. and Mrs. T. Minorsky per- 
formed a valuable service in 1958-1962 by translating as Four Studies 
on the History of Central Asia (in fact, five studies) Barthold’s A Short 
History of Turkestan, History of the Semirechyé, Ulugh-Beg, Mir ‘Ali Shir, 
and A History of the Turkman People.The lectures that Barthold gave 
in Turkish at Istanbul in 1926 are available in both German and 
French versions (Zwölf Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Türken 
Mittelasiens, 1935, and Histoire des Turcs d’Asie Centrale, 1945). A 
general work on Asian exploration and the evolution of oriental 
studies appeared in French in 1947, La découverte de l'Asie, histoire 
de l'orientalisme en Europe et en Russie. Various other lesser works 
have been translated into western languages and into Arabic, Per- 
sian, and Turkish; Barthold wrote certain of his articles in the 
language of his family background, German; and the large number 
of articles that he wrote for the first edition of the Encyclopaedia of 
Islam (many of them now updated and included in the new edition) 
are also widely available to the non-Russophone reader. But al- 
though the work of translation has gone on steadily in the half- 
century since Barthold's death, these works still represent only a 
small part of his total oeuvre, extending over some forty years; the 
Collected Works (Sochineniia) that appeared at Moscow between 1963 
and 1977 (comprising ten parts in nine volumes) amount to over 
7,000 large pages. 

The stature of the man emerges from these bare statistics and 
the recounting of titles. The lands of eastern Islam, from Iran to 
Afghanistan and Central Asia, were Barthold's particular sphere 
of interest, and above all the latter, for the Russian advance into 
Central Asia during the later nineteenth century opened up for 
Russian scholars exciting possibilities of historical and archaeolog- 
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ical investigation, whereas earlier European travelers to places like 
Khiva, Bukhara, and Samargand had had to contend with capri- 
cious and barbaric local potentates who hardly observed the inter- 
national conventions of behavior toward accredited diplomats, let 
alone toward free-lance travelers and researchers, figures of sus- 
picion at the best of times. Barthold realized early in his scholarly 
career at the University of St. Petersburg, where he lectured from 
1896 onward, that the investigation of the history, topography, and 
antiquities of Central Asia offered a field similar to that opened 
up in the Indian subcontinent in the late eighteenth century for 
British scholars. Barthold made almost annual field trips to Central 
Asia starting in 1893, undeterred by the fact that in that first year, 
on a journey to Semirechye, he broke his leg and had to return to 
Tashkent for medical treatment. In the 1920s, he was much in 
demand by the various Soviet republics that had by 1924 emerged 
in Central Asia after the final extinguishing of nationalist and sep- 
aratist aspirations there, to write local histories and accounts of the 
different Turkish peoples of the republics. Both in the Tsarist 
period and after, Barthold was insistent that Russian officials, trad- 
ers, soldiers, and so on working in Central Asia should busy them- 
selves in their spare time with the study of the region, recognizing 
how much invaluable work had been done for our knowledge of 
Indian geography, society, and history by successive generations of 
devoted British administrators and soldiers. 

Central Asia has always been at the receiving end of religious, 
cultural, and other influences, rather than being a spontaneously 
creative region, and it is this receptiveness to an assortment of 
outside civilizations—including those of China, India, the Middle 
East—that makes the study of Central Asia and the interaction of 
these strands such a fascinating one. It does, however, make strin- 
gent demands on the scholar who would devote himself to Inner 
Asia, not least in the matter of linguistic equipment; hence the 
rarity of the multilingual Marquarts and Pelliots. Barthold’s con- 
cern was more particularly Islamic Central Asia, and his skills lay 
chiefly in the sphere of the three great Islamic languages, Arabic, 
Persian, and Turkish. He was an exacting philologist, fully cog- 
nizant of the truism not always appreciated today that without 
philological expertise the would-be specialist in the Middle East, or 
for that matter, in any part of Asia, is as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal. Accompanying his Turkestan when it appeared in 1898- 
1900 was a volume of texts, most of them edited for the first time 
by Barthold from manuscripts bristling with linguistic problems 
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and difficulties of interpretation; many of these texts, such as Gar- 
dizi's Zayn al-akhbär, ' Awfi's Jawami' al-hikäyät, and Isfizari’s Rawdät 
al-jannät, have since been published, but here, as in so many spheres, 
Barthold was the pioneer. 

One of those great civilizations that have profoundly affected 
Central Asia is the Iranian, for out of Iran such faiths as Zoroas- 
trianism, Manicheism, Nestorian Christianity, and most recently 
Islam have been mediated to the Asian heartland. If only because 
a knowledge of Iranian civilization was a necessary adjunct to the 
understanding of Central Asia, Barthold was bound to be attracted 
to the study of Iran, a land with which Russia had already long 
been in intimate political, military, and commercial contact. Two 
of his major works, indeed, deal with it, the one translated here, 
and Iran, a Historical Survey, and both will now be available in Eng- 
lish (a translation of the latter appeared at Bombay in about 1939). 

Barthold’s basic attitude to history was, as Professor Yuri Bregel 
has pointed out in a percipient study that should be read in con- 
Junction with this present Introduction,! that of nineteenth-century 
German positivist historiography, with the evolution of mankind 
viewed as a convergence of originally distinct human societies through 
the diffusion of culturally more advanced societies to the less ad- 
vanced. It was in the light of this process that he viewed such diverse 
phenomena as religion, the growth of world empires, the devel- 
opment of urban life, and the spread of international trade, and 
that he viewed with favor the missions civilisatrices of the imperial 
powers of his time, whether Britain in India and Africa or Russia 
in Central Asia, Siberia, and the Caucasus. It was, indeed, Bar- 
thold’s intellectual support for the Imperial Russian mission in 
Central Asia (one whose positive achievements were appreciated 
at the time by outside observers such as Schuyler and Curzon) that 
eventually contributed to a fuller rehabilitation of his work in post- 
Stalinist Soviet Russia. For although Barthold, as a Russian patriot, 
had stayed on in Russia after the Bolshevik Revolution, he gave no 
assent to Communism and regarded Marx as an unhistorical, un- 
scientific figure whose ideas had no relevance for oriental studies; 
he had never become a nonperson in Soviet scholarship, but his 
works had been somewhat neglected or cited only selectively and 
misleadingly in some quarters, above all in the Central Asian Soviet 
Republics. 

The Historical Geography of Iran is essentially an analytical and 


! “Barthold and Modern Oriental Studies," IJMES, XII (1980), 385-403. 
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descriptive work rather than an attempt at synthesis. Barthold was 
conscious of the backwardness of oriental studies in the identifi- 
cation and evaluation of the basic sources, compared with long- 
established disciplines such as classical studies and European lit- 
erature and history. He held that the critical study of these basic 
sources was necessary before any meaningful grand syntheses could 
be made. Iran, with its successive great empires—those of the 
Achaemenids, Parthians, Säsänids, and Muslims—its diverse faiths 
and its fine literary and artistic achievements, was already much 
more sharply focussed for the scholar than was Central Asia, but 
the historical geography of Iran, apart from groundwork done by 
such scholars as Tomaschek, had been hardly explored. As it hap- 
pened, while Barthold was working on his book, two German schol- 
ars were also putting together outstanding contributions to this 
very subject, though from very different angles. Josef Marquart (a 
scholar whom Barthold felt to be to some extent a rival to himself, 
with their overlapping interests, and one whose wide-ranging spec- 
ulations, even at times lucubrations, Barthold felt were often not 
sufficiently firmly grounded in reality) in his Erdnšahr nach der Geo- 
graphie des Ps. Moses Xorenac'i (1901) gave a translation of a brief 
and jejune Armenian geographical work enriched by a commentary 
of amazing erudition; and Paul Schwarz was embarking on his Iran 
in Mittelalter (1896-1936), a patient synthesis of all the information 
available in the medieval Islamic geographers but without any at- 
tempt at interpretation. These works Barthold was able to draw 
upon substantially only for his additional notes, but his own book 
stands as a parallel, though completely independent achievement, 
and has the additional advantage of providing a successful blend 
of classical, medieval Islamic, and modern European information 
on his subject. 

For sources, Barthold accordingly drew upon the results of a 
patient sifting by earlier Iranists of the classical—above all Greek— 
sources on Iran; and then, for the earlier Islamic centuries, upon 
the corpus of ninth- and tenth-century Arabic geographical texts 
collected by M. J. de Goeje in his Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum 
(1870-1894), supplemented by Yàqüt's Mu jam al-buldän. For the 
period of the Saljugs, Mongols, Timürids, and so on, he had texts 
by authors such as Nasawi, Juwayni, “Abd al-Razzaq Samarqandi, 
and Hafiz-i Abrü, in the exploitation of which Barthold was often 
a trailblazer. For the period up to the present, for which primary 
historical sources in Persian or Arabic become sparser, he utilized 
fully the many European travelers, diplomatic envoys, merchants, 
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members of religious orders, and so on who traveled within Iran, 
being thereby able, through the citation of such recent observers 
as I. N. Berezin, E. G. Browne, the Hon. G. N. Curzon, and A. V. 
Williams Jackson, to make his survey entirely up to date. It is not 
surprising that Barthold is particularly full on Khuräsän and the 
northeastern fringes of Iran, for Russian travelers and scholars had 
done much valuable spadework here for him; but the breadth of 
his treatment of other provinces such as Fars and Azerbaijan shows 
that his mastery of the source material extended to the whole of 
historic Iran, including Mesopotamia, that at various epochs has 
formed part of the empires of Iran. 

The basic sources for the medieval Islamic period have not been 
greatly enlarged since Barthold's time. Since it was only in 1922 
that A.Z.V. Togan discovered at Mashhad a manuscript of the Arab 
traveler Abo Dulaf al-Khazraji's second risala on his travels in north- 
ern and western Iran, Barthold was not able to draw upon this, 
although he was of course aware of the numerous citations from 
this work in Yàqüt; I have therefore added the relevant references 
to Minorsky's 1955 edition and translation of the risäla. Also, Bar- 
thold naturally knew of the anonymous Persian geographical work 
from the late tenth century, the Hudüd al-'àlam, acquired by Cap- 
tain A. G. Tumanskii at Bukhara in 1893, and whose text he was 
later to edit and to have published posthumously (1930). But in 
the earlier period, he was only able to quote to a limited extent 
from a photographic copy, so that ampler references to the English 
translation and monumental commentary of Minorsky (1937) have 
been added by Livshits. 

Finally, one should mention that a Persian translation of the 
Historical Geography of Iran was published at Tehran in 1930 by 
Sardädwar; it is now very hard to find,? and it may be fairly claimed 
that the present translation will for the first time make available to 
western readers one of the masterworks of a giant of oriental stud- 
ies. 


THE translation has been made by Dr. Svat Soucek from the text 
of the Istoriko-geograficheskii obzor Irana given in Vol. VII of Bar- 
thold's Sechineniia (Moscow, 1971), pp. 31-225, a volume provided 
with a lengthy Introduction (pp. 5-28) by Dr. V. A. Livshits. Bar- 
thold's original text is liberally sprinkled with quotations from Ar- 


? My colleague, Mr. Mohsen Ashtiany, tells me that it has, however, recently been 
reprinted in Iran. 
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abic, Persian, and Turkish sources given in the original Arabic 
script. These also have been translated; citations from classical Greek 
authors have been left in the original script. 

The notes are an exceedingly valuable feature of this 1971 edi- 
tion, but as translated in this present work they represent a pal- 
impsest, as it were, of different layers by different hands. Barthold’s 
original notes, given with the 1903 original text, were brief and 
largely confined to the citation of oriental texts used for the work. 
But as was his custom with other major works, over the years Bar- 
thold accumulated, out of his own reading and in some instances 
his closer personal acquaintance with the actual terrain, a rich col- 
lection of further references. Facsimile examples of Barthold’s notes 
are given by Livshits at pp. 22-26 of his Introduction. Livshits has 
integrated these with the notes of the original edition (leaving them, 
in many cases, in their terse, elliptical, notelike form), and in the 
present translation, these are not otherwise distinguished; anyone 
who wishes to disentangle the 1903 notes from the subsequent ones 
can easily do so from the Sochineniia text. Livshits has, however, 
vastly increased the value of the latter text by adding his own 
extensive annotation, comprising in the main relevant works that 
appeared during the years 1930-1967. In the present translation, 
these are marked off by angle brackets, thus: (. . A. The final layer 
is that of my own notes, references to works that have either ap- 
peared since 1967 or that were published earlier but were appar- 
ently not available to Livshits in the Soviet Union. Furthermore, 
references to translations of texts into western European languages, 
for example to Yule’s translation of Marco Polo and to Le Strange’s 
one of Clavijo’s Embassy to Tamerlane, have been given where Bar- 
thold cited only Russian translations. These additions of my own 
have been placed within square brackets, thus: [. ..] when they 
represent insertions within or additions to existing notes. Where a 
few notes have been inserted at fresh points in Barthold's text, 
these are indicated by letters, thus: a, b, c, etc. In general, however, 
I have sought not to overload still further an already substantial 
weight of annotation. 

The bibliography given at the end of this book is a select one. 
Volume VII of the Sochineniia contains a bibliography of truly gar- 
gantuan dimensions (87 pages), although this also refers, it is true, 
to the other contents of the volume (Iran, a Historical Survey, some 
review articles and shorter articles, and some Encyclopaedia of Islam 
articles). The system that I have adopted within the body of the 
translation is to give the full title and bibliographical details when 
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the work in question does not appear in the bibliography. The 
naturally very numerous Russian works cited by Barthold are usu- 
ally given by short title only and without full bibliographical details. 
Sergei Shuiskii has assembled a bibliography of Russian works that 
gives the full references; this follows the main bibliography. 

For measurements and distances, Barthold wisely did not attempt 
to reduce the figures given in his sources to a common denomi- 
nator; hence one finds metric measurements side-by-side with, for 
example, English miles and the traditional Russian units. The reader 
may therefore find it useful to note that a verst is approximately 
a kilometer or 3,500 English feet in length, an arshin 28 inches in 
length, and a desiatina 2.7 acres in area. 


C. E. BOSWORTH 
December 1981 
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THE purpose of this work is to present a brief survey of the ge- 
ography of Iran, to dwell in greater detail on the sites that were at 
various historical periods the centers of life, and to determine, as 
far as possible, the degree of dependence of this life on geograph- 
ical circumstances. 

“Iran” as a geographical term denotes an elevated plateau, bor- 
dering on the north and northeast the basins of the Caspian and 
Aral seas, and on the west, south, and southeast, the basin of the 
Indian ocean. The country is one of the so-called interior, land- 
locked basins, whose characteristic peculiarities have been best de- 
scribed by F. Richthofen in his book on China.! The main differ- 
ence between these basins and the ocean-drained or peripheral 
ones is that in the former, all the products of mechanical or chemical 
decomposition (through the action of water, wind, and so on) re- 
main within the region, whereas in the latter they are carried away 
into the sea; in the former the accumulation of such deposits grad- 
ually effaces the unevenness of the soil and is instrumental in its 
leveling, whereas in the latter the deposits pile up along the coasts 
and further the formation of deltas and the raising of sea bottoms; 
the waters that pass through a country on the way to the sea erode 
the soil more and more, and the unevenness of the latter becomes 
ever more sharply pronounced. This is, then, how in closed basins 
the compartmentalization of the surface gradually diminishes, 
whereas in the peripheral ones it increases. Lack of moisture in 
landlocked basins, however, allows only a minor part of the coun- 
try’s surface to be cultivated, and this hinders a solid and lasting 
development of culture and civilization; for these reasons land- 
locked basins sharply differ from the peripheral ones not only in 
geography but also in history. 

The Iranian plateau is one of such interior basins with an ex- 
tremely dry climate.? Except in a few mountain areas, agriculture 


AE, Fr. von Richthofen, China. Ergebnisse eigener Reisen und darauf gegründeter 
Studien (Berlin, 1877), 1. Theil, 6-21.)) 

* For the absence of change in the climate during the last millennium, cf. 
W. 'Tomaschek, "Zur historischen Topographie, 11," pp. 561-62; Polybius, X, 28, 
3 cited by L. S. Berg, "Ob izmeneniiakh klimata v istoricheskuiu epokhu," Zemle- 
vedenie (1911), book III, p. 80. 
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is possible here only through irrigation; for this reason all the rivers, 
except for the most important ones, are divided up into irrigation 
canals as soon as they leave the mountains. Their remaining waters 
disappear in the sands. Civilization is of necessity concentrated 
along the fringes of the mountains that cut through the plateau. 
For these same reasons, the geographical borders of Iran could not 
coincide with the political and ethnic ones. The fact that almost the 
entire interior of the country is unsuitable for sedentary civilization 
could not but force the Iranians to settle areas neighboring the 
oceanic and Aralo-Caspian basins. The easternmost branch of the 
Iranians, the Afghans, now live chiefly in the basin of the Indus, 
whereas the westernmost one, the Kurds, live in that of the Tigris.’ 
These were the approximate limits within which lived the historical 
Iranians,‘ as a result of which F. Spiegel, the author of a voluminous 
(now already somewhat dated) work on Iran, considered it possible 
to give his book the following title: Erdn, das Land zwischen dem Indus 
und Tigris. 

In the ethnic sense, the term “Iranians,” as is well known, denotes 
that branch of the Aryans who are closely related to those of India. 
The oldest monuments of Indian and Iranian literatures are lin- 
guistically so similar that an attempt has even been made to recon- 
struct, in general terms, the language spoken by the proto-historical 
common ancestors of the Iranians and Indians. H. Oldenberg in 
his book Aus Indien und Iran remarks that “we can trace down to 
individual details the processes through which that language, not 
a single word of which has been preserved by history, developed 
to the southeast of the Hindu Kush into the dialect of the Vedas, 
and to the southwest of these same mountains into that of the 
Avesta."5 Of the two branches of the Asian Aryans—the Indians 
and Iranians—the Indians received their ethnic characteristics, it 
would seem, only in the country on that side of the Hindu Kush: 
there are no traces of Indians inhabiting the area to the north of 
these mountains. On the other hand, the Iranians, in the opinion 
of today’s scholars, had at one time occupied a considerable portion 
of southern Russia and all of Turkestan, both western, present- 
day Russian, Turkestan and eastern Turkestan, that is, the Tarim 


* (For the present-day limits of the spread of the Iranian languages, see Oranskii, 
Vvedemie, p. 288.)) | 

* In the Kitab al-Fihrist, ed. G. Flügel, I, 182, Sughd was called [ran al-A'la, “Upper 
Iran"; see Ross-Gauthiot, “De l'alphabet soghdien," JA, ser. 10, vol. XVII (1911), 
532. 

* (H. Oldenberg, Aus Indien und Iran (Berlin, 1899), pp. 137-38.)) 
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basin. The languages spoken in this entire area already had the 
characteristic features of the Iranian idiom, not those of the proto- 
historical Indo-Iranian tongue. Both this fact and the few historical 
data available to us—the latter partly set out in F. A. Braun’s mag- 
isterial dissertation Razyskaniia v oblasti goto-slavianskikh otnoshenii 
(“Researches in the Field of Gotho-Slavic Relations"] —make us 
suppose that the movement of the Iranians, after their separation 
from the Indians, proceeded from east to west rather than vice 
versa; the Iranians migrated into present-day Persia, most proba- 
bly, also from the east," and prior to their irruption there they 
reached a certain degree of cultural development in regions in- 
cluded today within the borders of Afghanistan. Here, in the basin 
of the Ama Darya and of other rivers that flow from the high 
mountain ranges that constitute that eastern limit of the Iranian 
plateau, the conditions of irrigation are somewhat more propitious 
than in the western part of Iran, for the high snow-clad mountain 
crests give rise to vigorous rivers. The traveler Ferrier, who in the 
years 1845-1846 crossed Persia and Afghanistan, states that through 
the area from Kermanshah, the principal town of Persian Kurdis- 
tàn, to the Hari Rüd river, which represents the border of Persia 
and Afghanistan, he had to cross only brooks (ruisseaux); the Hari 
Rüd was the first river "à laquelle on puisse donner le nom de 
riviere.”® According to Ferrier again, the Hilmand is the only water 
course in the entire area from the Tigris to the Indus that deserves 
the appellation of a full-fledged river (fleuve)? 


SE A. Braun, Razyskanita v oblasti goto-slavianskikh otnoshenu. I. Goty i ıkh sosedi do 
V veha. Pervyi period: Goty na Visle (Saint Petersburg, 1899), pp. 77, 90, 96 (Sborntk 
ORIAS = Otdelenie russkogo tazyka 1 slovesnosti Imp. Akademii nauk, vol. XIV, no. 12). 

? (For the possible routes of the movement of Iranian tribes into the territory of 
the Iranian plateau, see R. Ghirshman, L'Iran des origines à l'Islam (Paris, 1951), pp. 
58 ff.; I. D'iakonov, Istoria Midu, pp. 124-125, 1249-50; E. A. Grantovskii, “Drev- 
neiranskoe etnicheskoe nazvanie "Parsava-Parsa," in Kratke soobshchenua Instituta 
narodov Azi AN SSSR, fasc. XXX (1961), pp. 3-19; V. I. Abaev, Skifo-evropeishte 
izoglosy na styke Vostoka ı Zapada (Moscow, 1961), pp. 122-24; M. Mayrhofer, Die Indo- 
Arier im alten Vorderasien (mit einer analytischen Bibliographie) (Wiesbaden, 1966); 
V. M. Masson, Sredniata Aziia 1 Drevnii Vostok (Moscow and Leningrad, 1964), pp. 
395-449.) 

? Voyages, I, 269. 

? For the link between the lack of water and the absence of snow-clad mountains, 
see letter from A. D. Kalmykov. 


CHAPTER IX 





Fars 


AFTER Kirmän, the Aryans must have occupied Fars, a region that, 
as the name suggests, became the focal point of the Persian nation. 
Here the representatives of the southern branch of the Iranians 
achieved political unity and created a strong state. Later, when the 
Persian kings transferred their residence to richer regions, Fars 
did not lose its significance for them; this is testified even today by 
the ruins of the buildings erected here by the Achaemenids and 
Säsänids. From Fars originated not only the founders of the Persian 
state in the sixth century B.c., but also the dynasty that in the third 
century A.D. restored the might of Persian nationhood and religion 
and that successfully put an end to the ambitions of the Roman 
empire at a moment when the Romans, unaware of the Persian 
national resurgence, considered final victory over a weakened Par- 
thian state only a matter of time (Strabo, VI, 4). Even in the Muslim 
period, Fars retained its importance for Persian national feeling; 
the language of Fars, zabdn-i Farsi, remained the literary idiom of 
all Persians.? 

Strabo, as well as the Arab geographers, divides Fars into three 
climatic zones: a cold, a temperate, and a hot one.’ In the inter- 
mediate, most fertile zone converged the characteristic vegetation 
of both the cold and warm lands. The basin of the large salty lake 
of Bakhtigàn was considered part of the cold zone, together with 
all the districts to the north of it; even Yazd and its district, geo- 
graphically more closely linked with Kirmàn, were considered a 
part of Färs.? During their movement from Kirmän into Fars, the 


2 The exact meaning of the linguistic term pdrsi/farsi in early Islamic writers like 
Ibn al-Muqaffa' is a more complex question than Barthold thought; it seems to 
include both the literary and priestly MP language and the current spoken Persian 
of Fars; see G. Lazard, “Pahlavi, Parsi, Dari. Les langues de l'Iran d'aprčs Ibn al- 
Mugaffa'," Iran and Islam. In Memory of the Late Vladimir Minorsky, ed. Bosworth 
(Edinburgh, 1971), pp. 360-91. 

! Analogically, also Schwarz, Iran im Mittelalter, |, 11. 

? The Arabs knew that Yazd had formerly been attributed to Kirman (ihd., p. 3, 
with a reference to Istakhri, p. 101 line 1, where, however, the locality in question 
is al-Rüdän, which, according to other reports, lay considerably further to the south 
of Yazd, near Shahr-i Babak; see ibid., pp. 135, 168). 
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Aryans occupied first the northern part of the latter, penetrating 
there, along one of the three roads that, according to the description 
of the Arab geographers, connected Sirjan with Fars. One of these 
roads led to the city of Istakhr, located near the ruins of ancient 
Persepolis. The valleys of the rivers Kur and its affluent called 
Parwab, Pulwär, or Murghab remained the center of Fars until the 
beginning of the dynasty of the Sasanids. The valley of the Pulwar 
is divided into two parts, northern and southern, by the gorge in 
which the village of Siwand is located; in the northern part are the 
ruins of Takht-i Madar-i Sulayman, in which most scholars see the 
ruins of Pasargadae, the ancient capital of Persia.” 

The most noteworthy structure among these ruins is the so-called 
tomb of Cyrus, which the natives consider to be the “tomb of Sol- 
omon's mother,” gabr-i mádar-i Sulaymán.* The traditions about Sol- 
omon had obviously been brought there by the Arabs; we know 
from Istakhri that the Persians identified Solomon with their myth- 
ical king Jamshid.5 Already at that time, people showed "Solomon's 
mosque" in the vicinity of Istakhr. The ruins of Persepolis, now 


* The platform of the citadel of Pasargadae (Takht-i Sulaymán) measured, ac- 
cording to Ménant (Les Achčmenides, p. 17), 80 x 60 meters; according to Jackson 
(Persia Past and Present, p. 280), 200 x 50 feet; a little further to the south is the 
Zindän-i Sulayman, in reality the remnants of a fire temple (ibid., p. 281); still a 
little further to the south are the remnants of the palace with Cyrus's inscription; 
to the east of them is Cyrus's bas-relief, to the west, his tomb. A picture of the tomb 
ibid., pp. 279, 291 (cf. also, with Pérsepolis on p. 311). For Pasargadae, see also 
Herzfeld, "Pasargadae. Untersuchungen zur persischen Archaeologie,” Kho. Bei- 
träge zur alten Geschichte, VILI (1908), 1-68 (dimensions of the city: 1,250 x 750 
meters, ıbid., p. 29). (For Pasargadae, see now F. Wachtsmuth, “Achaemenid Ar- 
chitecture. The Principal Monuments," Survey of Persian Art, I, 309-20; Vanden 
Berghe, Archéologw de l'Iran ancien, pp. 20-23, 147-48; Ghirshman, Perse. Proto- 
tranıens, Mades, Achéménides; Ali Sami, Pasargadae (Shiraz, 1956); ‘Ali Sami, “Päsär- 
gad,” Gudharish-ha-yt Bästän-shinäsi, IV (1338/1959), 1-172; idem, "Shahr-i kawish- 
hà wa khäkbardäri-hä wa ta'mirat-i Takht-i Jamshid,” thd., pp. 195-278; Frye, 
Heritage; D. Stronach, “Excavations at Pasargadae. Preliminary Reports,” Iran, JBIPS, 
I-III (1963-1965).)) (dem, Pasargadae, a Report on the Excavations of the British Institute 
of Persian Studies (Oxford, 1978).] 

* Or masjid-ı mädar-ı Sulayman, and in Ibn al-Balkhi, Fars-ndma; p. 155, it is gür-ı 
mädar-ı Sulaymän; today the tomb is arranged as a mosque, with a mihräb, Arabic 
inscriptions on the righthand side from the entrance, and copies of the Qur’än. 
See Browne, A Year amongst the Persians, pp. 241-42. 

5 P. 123. Cf. Nöldeke, “Das iranische Nationalepos," p. 140. [See the important 
study of A. S. Melikian-Chirvani, "Le royaume de Salomon, les inscriptions persanes 
de sites achéménides, Le monde iranien et l'Islam, Y (1971), 1-41, who notes (pp. 1- 
20) the inscription of the Salghurid Atabeks of Fars (see below, p. 156, note b) at 
Pasargadae, with the characteristic formula in their titulature of wärzth-ı mulk-i Su- 
laymán "heir to Solomon's kingdom."] 


149 


FARS 


known as Takht-i Jamshid, were said to have been built for Solomon 
by the jinns under his command. As for the “tomb of Solomon’s 
mother,” not all scholars have accepted that it is that of Cyrus even 
to this day. This structure resembles in its inner arrangement the 
tombs of Lycia and Pamphylia; its outward aspect is believed to 
betray traces of Egyptian and even Greek architecture. It is hard 
to say how much the present appearance of the structure corre- 
sponds to the original one; according to Arrianes, Alexander the 
Great found the tomb ruined and ordered Aristobulos to restore 
it. The manner in which Cyrus was buried differed considerably 
from that of the burial of other Persian kings, and reveals traces 
of Egyptian influence; this is explained by the fact that Cyrus was 
married to an Egyptian princess. The Persian and Greek inscrip- 
tions on the tomb, which are mentioned by Arrianes and other 
authors," have not been preserved. Nearby are visible the remnants 
of Cyrus's palace, now known as the “palace of the diws"; an in- 
scription in three languages, as is customary, was preserved on one 
wall: “I, king, Cyrus, the Achaemenid.” We have here the earliest 
Persian cuneiform inscription, if indeed it can be ascribed to Cyrus. 
There was a bas-relief representing a winged genius in imitation 
of Assyrian statues; because of the above-mentioned inscription 
some have interpreted it as representing Cyrus; others, such as 
Justi,® objected, saying that such a representation would have been 
impossible while Cyrus was alive, and that the inscription simply 
means that Cyrus is the builder of the structure.? 

Having passed through the gorge of Siwand, the Pulwär issues 


from the valley of Hajjiabad into the fertile plain of Marwdasht.!? 
According to contemporary travelers,!! this plain, extending to the 


6 (See now G. Widengren, Die Religwnen Irans (Stuttgart, 1965), pp. 132-34.) 

? (For the degree of trustworthiness of these reports by Greek authors, see Dan- 
damaev, Iran, pp. 36-38.) 

8 Geschichte des orientalischen Völker, p. 376. The inscription on the bas-relief has 
now disappeared. Stolze did not see it again (Herzfeld, “Pasargadae,” p. 60). 

? F. H. Weissbach, "Die altpersischen Inschriften," GIPA, II, 61, attributes this 
inscription to Cyrus the Younger, with a reference to his article "Das Grab des 
Cyrus und die Inschriften von Murghàb," ZDMG, XLVIII (1894), 653 ff. (The 
question of whether the Old Persian inscriptions in Pasargadae belong to Cyrus 
(ID, whose name they mention, remains a matter of debate. See the survey of 
literature on the subject in Dandamaev, Iran, pp. 34-40; cf. also Oranskii,"Neskol'ko 
zamechanii"; Ghirshman, “A propos de l'écriture cunéiforme vieux-perse,” JNES, 
XXIV (1966), 244-50.) 

10 Marw al-Shädhän in Tabari, II, 1978 ff. 

D Tumanskii, Ot Kaspiiskogo moria, p. 71. 
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place where the Pulwar flows into the Kur, could even today be 
perfectly irrigated and cultivated; at present, however, only a small 
portion is under cultivation. Here is the city founded under Darius; 
it is known to us only by its Greek name, Persepolis. Various hy- 
potheses have been advanced as to what it was called by the Persians 
themselves. The palaces of Darius and his successors were built on 
an elevated terrace on the advanced protrusion of a mountain of 
gray marble that descends into the valley from the east and almost 
reaches the banks of the Pulwär.!? These magnificent ruins have 
been depicted and described many times. The palaces of Persepolis 
differ from the structures of Assyrian kings first of all in their 
columns. These are attributed to Greek architects, whose partici- 
pation is also mentioned by ancient authors; some other decorations 
may be ascribed to them, too, but there these masters used Asian 
motifs.!? A certain distance to the north of these ruins'* there are, 
carved in a rock of white marble, the tombs of the kings of the 
Achaemenid dynasty, now known by the name of Nagsh-i Rustam. !* 

The town that in the Middle Ages was called Istakhr lay on both 
banks of the Pulwar. In the tenth century, it occupied a rather small 


12 The dimensions of the terrace, according to Ménant, Les Achémenides: 463 x 
286 meters. 

18 Cf. Justi, “Geschichte Irans,” GIPh, II, 449, about Greek artists; remarks of 
Farmakovskii, Khudozhestvennyi ideal, pp. 51 ff.; Herodotus, IV, 88, about Mandro- 
cles. 

!4 One hour's journey from the village of Istakhr. There are four tombs; similar 
tombs are in Persepolis itself in the rock that dominates the valley. The distance 
from Istakhr to Persepolis is five kilometers. 

15 (For the pre-Achaemenid and Achaemenid monuments in the district of Per- 
sepolis, see now Wachtsmuth, “Achaemenid architecture”; Godard, “Les travaux 
de Persepolis,” Archaeologia Orientalia in Memoriam Ernst Herzfeld (New York, 1952), 
pp. 119-28; Vanden Berghe, Archéologw de l'Iran ancien, pp. 24-37, 150-53; 
M. D'iakonov, Ocherk, pp. 13, 32-33, 123 ff., 346, 356, 383; Schmidt, Persepolis, 2 
vols.; Ghirshman, Perse; Frye, Heritage, pp. 96-97.)) [For the Säsänid reliefs of Naqsh- 
i Rustam, depicting Shäpür I's victory over the Roman Emperor Valerian, see 
Christensen, L’Iran sous les Sassanıdes, pp. 221 ff.; Herrmann, The Iranıan Revival, 
pp. 86, 89, 94, 96-97, 100. For inscriptions carved at Persepolis in the fourteenth 
century by the local rulers in Fars, the Injü'ids and Muzaffarids, expressing, as 
with the Pasargadae Islamic inscriptions (see above, note 5), continuity of rule with 
the Solomonic power, see A. S. Melikian-Chirvani, "Le royaume de Salomon, les 
inscriptions persanes de sites achéménides," Le monde tranten et l'Islam, I (1971), 20 
ff. Some four centuries previously, the Buwayhid amir 'Adud al-Dawla had visited 
Persepolis, had gotten a local Zoroastrian priest to interpret for him the Pahlavi 
inscriptions there, and had caused an Arabic inscription to be carved in commem- 
oration of his visit; see Bosworth, "The Heritage of Rulership in Early Islamic Iran 
and the Search for Dynastic Connections,” Iran, JBIPS, XI (1973), 57] 
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area, about one mile (about two versts) wide, extending primarily 
on the western side of the river; outside the city walls was the so- 
called Khuräsän bridge (Qantarat Khuräsän), beyond which there 
were only a few new buildings.!S The Friday mosque was sur- 
rounded by a row of columns. Maqdisi makes the curious remark 
that on top of each column there was a figure of the head of a 
cow;" the mosque had originally been a temple of fire worshipers. 

Istakhr remained the chief town of Fars under the Säsänids. 
Ardashir raised his principal structures in the southern part of the 
province, but he placed the bas-relief representing his victory over 
Artaban the Parthian, which made him the King of Kings, at Nagsh-i 
Rustam above the tombs of the Achaemenids.!® 

From this time onward, the towns of the middle and southern 
zone began to overshadow Istakhr;!? in the tenth century there 
were four towns in Fars that surpassed Istakhr in size: Shiraz, Fasa, 
Siraf, and Arrajan; the former two were considered part of the 
middle zone, the latter two, of the southern zone 20 The whole 
province was divided in Arab times—and probably also in Säsänid 
times—into five districts, küras; in Nöldeke’s opinion this word goes 
back, through Syriac, to the Greek word ywga.”! Its Persian coun- 
terpart was most probably the term shahr, Old Persian khshatra;?? 
only in New Persian did the word shahr acquire the meaning “town, 
city.” These five districts were Istakhr, Ardashir-Khurra, Däräbjird, 


16 Istakhri, p. 123. For the word gantara, see Le Strange, The Lands, p. 57 n. 3: 
the Greek word xévtoov, Latin centrum. In Schwarz, Iran sm Mittelalter, I, 16, "ein 
neuer Stadttheil auf der rechten Seite des Flusses”; ıbıd., pp. 15-16, reference to 
Maqgdisi, p. 444, concerning the ma/'ab Sulaymán, at a distance of one farsakh from 
Istakhr. The same author's statement there that from the mal'ab ploughed fields 
and settlements extend “as far as the eye can see" (at present only a small part is 
covered by cultivated fields, see Tumanskii, Ot Kaspuskogo mona, p. 71). 

17 Maqdisi, 436. 

18 (For the Säsänid monuments in the district of Istakhr, see bibliography in 
Vanden Berghe, Archéologie de l'Iran ancien; F. Sarre, "Sasanian stone sculpture,” 
Survey of Persian Art, 1, 593-600; Ghirshman, Iran. Parthes et Sasanıdes.)) 

19 According to Hamd Alläh Mustawfi Qazwini, Nuzhat al-qulüb, Istakhr was sub- 
jected under Samsäm al-Dawla (989-998) to such a destruction on the part of the 
Amir Qutlumush that it could be resuscitated only as a village; it has remained a 
village until now: Ménant, Les Achémenides, p. 36. According to the Färs-näma of Ibn 
al-Balkhi, there were in Istakhr at the beginning of the twelfth century only some 
one hundred men; see Le Strange, The Lands, p. 276. (For Istakhr, see also 
M. Streck, ED, art. "Istakhr," and M. Streck and G. C. Miles, EI, art. “Istakhr.”)) 

2° Istakhri, p. 128. 

21 Tabari, tr. Nöldeke, p. 3. 

22 ((xšabra-.)) 
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Sabir, and Arrajän. The two largest ones were Istakhr, which ex- 
tended northward to Yazd and Nàyin,? and Ardashir-Khurra, which 
comprised an area from Shiraz"? southward to the sea, and even 
included the islands of the Persian Gulf from Khark® to Qishm. 
East of this district was that of Darabjird with the towns of Da- 
rabjird, now Darab, and Fasa, which has retained this name to the 
present. The western part of Fars consisted of the districts of Sabir 
(Shäpür), the smallest one, with the towns of Sabir and Käzarün 
(both still exist today) and Arrajan with its capital of the same name; 
the ruins of the latter are near the town of Bihbihan, which is 
considered part of Khüzistän; in this district was, among others, 
the harbor of Jannäba, now Janäwa. 

The valley in which Shiräz is located begins behind the pass of 
Ubarak and the gorge of Allah Akbar, or Tang-i Our an. 26 Most 
Arab geographers attribute the foundation of Shiraz to the Arabs; 
the town, like Küfa and Wäsit, developed from a military camp. 
As in the case of Baghdad, here too a town founded by the Arabs 
received an Iranian name. In Istakhri’s interpretation, Shiraz means 
"Jion's belly,” jawf al-asad; the city was thus named because provi- 
sions from all the surrounding areas were brought and consumed 
here." It is quite possible that there had been a settlement here 
even before the arrival of the Arabs; according to some legends, 
its founder, Shiraz, was the son of Fars son of Tahmürath. The 


23 The road from Isfahan to Nayin in Näsir-i Khusraw, Safar-náma (Tehran 
lithog.), p. 249; from Isfahan to Nayin, thirty farsakhs in all. 

24 Note in connection with Shiraz in Tabari, I, 873: a native of Shiraz was Sükhrä, 
the general of King Firüz. 

25 Sykes, A History of Persia, II, 375 ff., about Dutch rule on Khärk in the sev- 
enteenth century; Mir Muhannä from Bandar-Rig ousted them from there; under 
the Dutch, a town with 12,000 inhabitants developed on this previously desolate 
island; after them all this disappeared. 

26 Tumanskii, Ot Kaspriskogo moria, p. 72. Story in Maqdisi, p. 444, that 'Adud al- 
Dawla built between Shiraz and Istakhr a large wall (hà'i) with a base (asäs) from 
lead (b: ’I-rasäs); behind this wall flowed a river; ‘Adud al-Dawla built on it, on both 
sides, ten wheels for irrigation (dawälib), each of which moved a millstone; a town 
was built there and a canal built that irrigated 300 settlements. For this town, see 
ibid., pp. 430-31; the name Kurd-ı fand-Khusraw, half a farsakh from Shiraz (in Le 
Strange, The Lands, p. 250: to the south of Shiraz). After 'Adud al-Dawla’s death, 
the town declined. Cf. now the dam Band-i Amir; mountains of this name delimit 
from the left the valley in which Shiraz is situated. The settlement of Zargän is 
located at the foot of the mountain that forms a continuation of the mountains of 
Band-i Amir (see Tumanskii, Ot Kaspuskogo moria, p. 72); according to Sykes, Ten 
Thousand Miles, p. 324, the bridge of Band-i Amir is six miles from Zargan (Sykes 
calls it Zargün)). 

27 Istakhri, p.124. 
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place rose in importance only in Arab times.?? The legend about 
the eponymous hero is of course without foundation; more sig- 
nificant are the sculptural portrayals of the Achaemenids and Sa- 
sänids in the vicinity of the town, as well as the stronghold of Qal'a- 
yi Bandar or Fähandar, of Säsänid origin,” on a mountain near 
the tomb of the poet Sa'di about one mile to the northeast of the 
modern town. It seems to be the same citadel that the Arabs called 
Qal'at Shahmübadh;?? this name suggests that it had been built in 
pre-Islamic times. The Muslims attributed the fortress of Fáhandar 
to the Säsänid period; the name is encountered in the fourteenth 
century. The fortress was destroyed by the Arabs and restored 
under ‘Imad al-Dawla (932-949), and again under Abū Ghanim, 
son of 'Adud al-Dawla, who for this purpose demolished the palace 
built by his father. Also destroyed in the Arab period was the 
monastery, dayr, that had been built there under Yazdagird 111.5! 
In the first half of the tenth century, Shiraz had as yet no walls,3? 
but by the end of that century, Maqdisi mentions eight gates, which 
suggests the existence of a wall.” 'Adud al-Dawla built for himself 
in Shiraz a splendid palace, and was in general solicitous about the 
expansion and embellishment of the town, which after him again 
went into a decline. 

The Buwayhid dynasty under 'Adud al-Dawla reached the peak 
of its power. The whole of Persia as far as Sind was under his rule, 
except for Khuräsän, which belonged to the Sämänids; in Arabia 
his authority was recognized not only in ‘Uman but even in distant 
Yemen.” He maintained a large army, and he did not let religious 


78 [bn al-Fagih, p. 196. 

% In Ibn al-Balkhi's Fárs-náma, ed. Le Strange, pp. 133, 166, the name is Pahandiz. 

9? Istakhri, p. 116. 

31 See extracts from the Shiráz-náma in W. Ouseley, Travels in Varius Countries of 
the East, More Particularly Persia (London, 1819-1823), II, 473-74. For the Shirdz- 
nama, see Rieu, Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum (London, 
1897-1883), I, 294b (Add. 18185); the author is Abu "L'Abbäs Ahmad b. Abt". 
Khayr al-mulaqqab bi-Mu'in al-Mushtahir Jadduhu bi-Shaykh Zarküb al-Shiräzi. 
(See also Storey, Persian Literature, I, 351, 1,294 [Storey-Bregel’, II, 1028-29]; Wil- 
ber, “Recent Persian Contributions to the Historical Geography of Iran,” Archaeo- 
logia Orientalia . . . Herzfeld, p. 277, no. 34; Shiräz-näma, ed. Bahman Karimi (Tehran, 
1310/1931).)) For Shiraz, see also Khürmuji, Athdr-1 Ja fari, Ta’rikh-ı Shiräz. 

3? Istakhri, p. 125; 2bid.: the breadth is about one farsakh. According to Näsir-i 
Khusraw, Safar-näma, the wall was built by Samsàm al-Dawla, son of ‘Adud al- 
Dawla. 

33 Magdisi, p. 430. 

** Ibid., p. 449. [For 'Adud al-Dawla and his achievements, see H. Bowen, EP, 
s.v., and H. Busse, in Cambridge History of Iran, 1V, 262-89.] 
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considerations hamper his efforts to keep it content; thus, accord- 
ing to Birüni, he organized prostitution on a broad scale in order 
to satisfy his soldiers and protect from their excesses the wives of 
peaceful inhabitants. He strove to embellish his capital Shiraz, 
where he built for himself a grandiose palace that comprised, ac- 
cording to Maqdisi, 360 rooms.?® One large hall was occupied by 
a library that seems to have rivaled that of the Samànids in Bukhara, 
described in Avicenna's autobiography.? According to Magdisi, 
"Adud al-Dawla collected all the books that existed in every branch 
of learning. The books were kept not in boxes, as in the Bukhàran 
library,? but in special niches. These niches were built along the 
walls of the hall and resembled little rooms made of wood with 
separate doors for each. They had, according to the same author, 
the length of a man's body and the width of three ells.’ The books 
were ranged on boards, probably shelves (wa 'l-dafätir munaddada 
'alà rufüf). In each such niche were books pertaining to a specific 
branch of learning; in some cases there were several niches for one 
branch. Maqdisi himself fairly frequently refers to manuscripts that 
he used in 'Adud al-Dawla's library. Despite its Arab origin, Shiraz 
did not have an exclusively Arab character; the gabrs or Zoroastrians 
had two temples inside the city and one at its gate; Maqdisi even 
scolds the inhabitants for their habit of decorating the bazaars on 
the holidays of the infidels.*? The town was about one farsakh in 
width. Ya'qübi explains its spaciousness by the large number of 
orchards: each dwelling had an orchard (Shiraz is still famous for 


55 India, tr. Sachau, II, 157. 

% Magdisi, p. 449. 

87 Barthold, Soch. I, 54. 

38 For the arrangement of conservation of books in boxes and bookcases in Old 
Russia, see Zarubin, "Ocherki," esp. p. 194. 

39 Concerning this library, there is also a note in Ibn al-Balkhi, Färs-näma; see Le 
Strange, The Lands, p. 250. [See A. Mez, The Renaissance of Islam, Eng. tr. S. Khuda 
Bakhsh (Patna, 1937), pp. 172-73; Youssef Eche, Les bibliothèques arabes publiques et 
semi-publigues en Mésopotamie, en Syrie et en Egypte au Moyen-Âge (Damascus, 1967), 
pp. 332 ff.; W. Heffening and J. D. Pearson. EIS, art. “Maktaba.” For books, book- 
makers, booksellers, and libraries of the time see Khalidov, "Knizhnaia kul'tura."] 

^ Magdisi, p. 429. [On the Zoroastrians of Shiraz and Fars (where the old faith 
was still strong in the tenth century), see Spuler, Iran rn früh-islamischer Zett, pp. 191- 
92. In Magdisi, pp. 429, 441, we find denunciations of the Zoroastrians of Shiraz 
for not wearing distinctive clothing (ghiyar), as prescribed for dhimmis, of the general 
lack of respect shown in the town for the Muslim religious classes (asháb al-taylasán), 
and of the low moral atmosphere of the town, which permitted the open flaunting 
of prostitution.] 
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its parks).*! The city and its surroundings are watered by two small 
rivers, the Ab-i Miri and Ab-i Rukni or Ruknäbäd, and a multitude 
of springs.*? From among the buildings mentioned by the Arab 
geographers, only one exists today: the Friday mosque, according 
to legend, whose construction is attributed to the Saffarid ‘Amr b. 
Layth.*? The building, according to Magdisi, stood in the midst of 
bazaars and was embellished by columns resembling those of the 
mosque of Jerusalem.” It is now dilapidated through the effect of 
time and earthquakes, but in the center of the courtyard stands a 
small cubelike stone structure with round towers on the corners 
and a Küfic inscription dating from the fifteenth century; it rep- 
resents an imitation of the Ka‘ba. The other mosque, called “new” 
(masjid-i naw), is thought to have been built by the atabeks of the 
thirteenth century, the Salghurids;® according to Hamd Allah Mus- 
tawfi Qazwini,* its builder was the atabek Sa'd b. Zangi (1195- 
1226).55 The brilliance of Shiraz, which had waned after the 
Buwayhids, rose again during two local dynasties, that of the Sal- 
ghurids (1148-1287) and that of the Muzaffarids (1313-1393). The 
latter seized control of Shiraz in 1353. At the end of the fourteenth 


*! Kudb al-Buldan, p. 362. 

42 The name of the lake into which the rivulets flow is Mahalüya in the Färs-näma 
of Ibn al-Balkhi and in the Nuzhat al-qulüb of Mustawfi, see Le Strange, The Lands, 
p. 252; now it is Mahalu; cf J.n.kan in Istakhri, pp. 100, 122. 

43 Curzon, Persia, II, 101. For the mosque of ‘Amr b. Layth, see also in the Ta'rikh- 
i Shiraz: "The Atabek Abish Salghuri [built] a small addition to it, and Sultan Ibrahim 
Mirza b. Mirza Shahrukh Gurkän repaired it. Naturally, during the period of 
almost one thousand years that have elapsed since it was built, [the mosque] has 
been restored repeatedly. At present, although it [still] functions [as a mosque], 
earthquakes have rendered it ruined and desolate." 

“4 Magdisi, p. 430. 

b For the Salghurids, see T. W. Haig, EI, s.v.; Zambaur, Manuel, p. 232; Bosworth, 
in Cambridge History of Iran, V, 172-73, cf. also 354; Erdogan Mercil, Fars Atabeglerı 
Salgurlular (Ankara, 1975). 

45 Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms, no. 171, fol. 222a, fed. Le Strange, p. 115, tr. 
idem, p. 114]. 

16 For the mosque of Sa'd b. Zangi, see also the Athär-ı Jafari, Ta’rikh-ı Shiraz 
(the mosque was restored under Shah Sultán Husayn Safawi, then under Sadiq 
Khan Zand; in 1269/1852-3 it collapsed in an earthquake; Hajji Mirza “Ali Akbar 
Qawam al-Mulk Shirazi restored the building in the course of five years at his own 
expense). There is also the Jami‘-i Wakil (of Karim Khän-i Zand); it suffered from 
an earthquake under Husayn 'Ali Mirzà, was restored, again in an earthquake; 
further restored on the order of Nasir al-Din Shah. There is also a new mosque, 
built by Mirza Abu '-Hasan Khan Mushir al-Mulk. An illustration (of the contem- 
porary appearance of the mosque of Sa‘d)) is in Jackson, Persia Past and Present, p. 
325. 
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century, before Timür’s invasion, Shiraz was one of the greatest 
cities of Islam. Timür took it for the first time in 1387, and again 
in 1393; he then founded settlements around his capital, Sa- 
margand, and, in order to express graphically the subordination 
of the other places to Samarqand, he named these settlements after 
the largest cities of western Asia: thus alongside a Misr, Dimashq, 
Baghdad, and Sultäniyya, there also appeared the settlement of 
Shiraz, north of Samargand.?” Among those places of pleasure in 
large centers that used to yield substantial revenues to the treasury 
and that Timür destroyed, there is mentioned the bayt al-lutf of 
Shiräz.‘® Sa dr lived there under the Salghurids, Hafiz under the 
Muzaffarids; the tombs of both these poets are located in the vicinity 
of Shiraz and still bring glory to the city, although the tomb of 
Hafiz in its present state dates from the eighteenth cenfury and 
that of Sa'di from the nineteenth.* 

After the Muzaffarids, Shiraz never again became the capital of 
a local dynasty, but in Timürid times it continued to be an important 
commercial center and one of the largest cities of Persia. Only after 
the unification of Persia under the Safawids did Shiràz definitively 
decline to the rank of a provincial town, which it has retained.5? 
One exception was the brief interlude in the eighteenth century 
when Karim Khan-i Zand (1750-1779), who ruled over all of Persia 
except Khuräsän, chose it as his capital. Karim Khan did not assume 
the title of shah, but even with that of wakil he was a fully inde- 
pendent sovereign. No ruler since Shah “Abbas the Great did so 
much to restore order and security in the country and to increase 
its prosperity. His special solicitude was devoted to Shiraz, his cap- 
ital, which he had again surrounded with a wall, this time from 
Stone D) and which he embellished with various structures. To Karim 
Khan, according to Curzon, are due all the old buildings of the 
town that are in any state of good repair.?? 


17 [bn 'Arabshah, 'Ajá'ib al-magdür, ed. S. H. Manger, Vitae et rerum gestarum 
Timuri . . . historia (Leeuwaarden, 1767-1772, 11, 856-58). According to Schiltberger, 
Putesheshtvüa, p. 51, Christians who wanted to practice commerce were not admitted 
to Shiraz. 

48 “Abd al-Razzàq, Matla‘ al-sa‘dayn, ms., fol. 19a. 

49 Pictures of the tombs in Jackson, Persia Past and Present, pp. 332, 334 [and of 
Hafiz's in Lockhart, Persian Cities, at p. 39]. 

5° In the sixteenth century, Shiraz had twelve gates. 

51 (?) According to C. Niebuhr, Reıze naar Arabi? (Amsterdam, 1779-1781), 11, 107 
ff., it was from unfired brick. 

52 Curzon, Persia, II, 102. According to the Äthär-ı Jafari, Ta’rikh-i Shiraz, Agha 
Muhammad was rebuilding the fortress (with unfired bricks); in 1239/1823-4 it was 


157 


FARS 


Shiraz today cannot match, in the beauty of its buildings,?? the 
northern capitals Tehran and Isfahan, but it does continue to be 
one of the cultural centers of Persia; on the coins from the end of 
the eighteenth century and beginning of the nineteenth, that is, 
prior to the centralization of the mint in Tehran, the name of Shiraz 
is accompanied by the epithet Dar al-'ilm. The inhabitants of Fars, 
according to Curzon, take pride in the purity of their origin, the 
correctness of their language, and the sharpness and wit of their 
conversation; the warm climate of Shiraz makes possible an ani- 
mated street life. In the commercial sphere, Shiraz appears to be 
the marketplace of the entire province of Fars; some local mer- 
chants, according to Tumanskii, entertain direct relations with the 
merchants of Manchester.” The primary imports are Indian goods. 
The principal article of export is the locally grown opium; another, 
although in small quantity, is local tobacco. As for the size of the 
city’s population, estimates range from 32,000 to 60,000.55 

Until the Islamic conquest, the chief town of the district of Ar- 
dashir-Khurra was a town of the same name; the Arabs called it 
Jür (according to Nóldeke, the local pronunciation was Gür),59 a 
name that was eventually replaced by that of Firüzäbäd (see below). 
The city, built by Ardashir, did not in the tenth century surpass 
Istakhr in size, and was smaller than other principal cities of the 
province of Fars. It seems to have conserved especially well the 
traits of Säsänid architecture, and consisted only of the shahristan 
with four gates at the four points of compass, without a rabad. In 





again damaged by earthquake; then Mirza Husayn ‘Ali began to restore it; in 1269/ 
1852-3, as a result of a fresh earthquake, the fortress was completely ruined. 

53 Pictures in Jackson, Persia Past and Present, pp. 323-34. 

54 Ot Kaspuskogo mona, p. 74. 

55 According to Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, p. 322, there were fewer than 50,000 
inhabitants. (For Shiraz, its history and monuments, see also Survey of Persian Art, 
IL, V; Arberry, Shiraz. Persian City of Saints and Poets; Aziz Hatami, Shiraz (Tehran, 
1961); Mu'in al-Din Junayd Shirazi, Shadd al-izär fi khatt al-awzàr ‘an zuwwär al- 
mazar (Tehran, 1338/1949); Bahman Karimi, Rähnamä-yı äthär-ı ta’rikhi-yi Shiráz 
(Tehran, 1327/1948); Hasan Imdäd, Shirdz, dar gudhashta va-häl (Shiraz, 1339/1960); 
for the historical geography of Fars see also Hasan Fasa’l Shirazi, Fars-nama-i Nágiri; 
Muhammad Nasir Fursat, Athdr-: ‘Ajam (Bombay, 1314/1896); Le Strange, “De- 
scription of Persia and Mesopotamia in the Year 1340 Ap. from the Nuzhat al- 
Kulüb," JRAS (1902); Karimi, Jughräfiyä-yı ta’rikhi-yi mufassal-ı gharb-i Iran (Tehran, 
1317/1938); Stein, Old Routes of Western Iran.)) [Lockhart, Persian Cites, pp. 42-50. 
The population in ca. 1950 was 129,023 (Farhang, VII, 148); in 1976, it was 416,408 
(Le monde iranien et l'Islam, IV [1976-1977], 242).] 

56 Tabari, tr. Nóldeke, p. 11. Cf. also Marquart, Eränsahr, p. 146. 
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the center of the town rose a terrace called by the Arabs al-tirbal 
(a tower or prominent building), by the Persians the aywän or ki- 
yakhurra. From its top there was a view over the whole city and its 
surroundings, and at the summit of this elevation stood a fire tem- 
ple. Opposite the terrace, a stream was conducted from a mountain; 
its water fell on the terrace like a waterfall and flowed down from 
there in another direction. This whole structure was built from 
stone, which was later used by the inhabitants of the town, so that 
already in Istakhri's time only insignificant remnants of it were still 
standing.>” Two terraces of Säsänid construction, named ätashgäh, 
still exist; on one of them is a tower some ninety feet high. By the 
gate of the town, on the bank of a pond, was a fire temple called 
Barin; it had a Pahlavi inscription saying that 30,000 dirhams had 
been expended on building it.58 For a distance of one farsakh from 
each gate, there extended orchards and palaces. To the east of the 
town on a mountaintop there has been preserved a palace of Sa- 
sanid architecture with a domelike roof; in Justi’s opinion,? this 
palace had already been built in the fifth century a.p. on the site 
of an earlier one built by Ardashir.© An article exported from Jūr 
was—just as it is today from modern Firtizabad—rose water, which 
was considered the best in the world.‘ According to Maqdisi, the 
town was named Firüzabad by the Buwayhid 'Adud al-Dawla in 
the tenth century. After the arrival of 'Adud al-Dawla in Jür or 
Gar (Persian pronunciation), the inhabitants said malik ba-gür raft 
("the king has gone into a tomb"); “Adud al-Dawla considered 
this a bad omen and gave the town a new, more resonant name 
(that of Firüzäbäd, “abode of prosperity").9! 


57 Istakhri, p. 124. 

58 Ibid., p. 118. 

59 Geschichte der orientalischen Völker, p. 457. 

% (For the palace in Firüzäbäd, see O. Reuther, K. Kimball and L. C. Watelin, 
“Sasanian architecture," Survey of Persian Art, 1, 493-592; Vanden Berghe, Archéologie 
de l'Iran ancien, pp. 47-51, 156.) [Matheson, Persta, an Archaeological Guide, pp. 251- 
53; Herrmann, The Iranian Revival, pp. 73, 83-86, 88-89.j 

* For encomia of Jari rose water, see Tha'alibi, Lata'f al-ma‘anf, Eng. tr. Bos- 
worth, The Book of Curious and Entertaming Information (Edinburgh, 1968), pp. 127- 
28; according to Maqdisi, p. 443, Fars as a whole had a reputation for the production 
of perfumes and aromatic substances. 

5! Magdisi, p. 432. Sarwistan and its pre-Islamic monuments. For Gir and Sar- 
wistan, see Justi, Geschichte Irans, p. 516 (opinion about the minaret in Samarra; cf. 
also Yaqiit, Mujam, IH, 525; IV, 658, regarding Manjashaniyya one mile from 
Basra on the road to Mecca, at one time the border between the Persians and the 
Arabs). Le Strange, The Lands, p. 256, about Firüzäbäd; the river Buräza or Barära. 
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A road passed from Shiraz through Jur or Firüzäbäd to the port 
of Siräf, today an insignificant village.S? In the tenth century, all 
the goods from India destined for Fars were brought there: aloe 
wood, ebony, sandalwood, amber, camphor, precious stones, and 
so on; in size the town was the third in Fars, but in terms of the 
opulence of its citizens it occupied the first place. The price of an 
individual house sometimes surpassed, according to Maqdisi, 100,000 
dirhams; enormous amounts of capital became concentrated in 
the hands of some merchants as a result of trade with India, and 
according to Istakhri, the sums sometimes reached 60,000,000 dir- 
hams. The wealthy man Ramisht, who lived in the twelfth century, 
was considered the richest merchant of his time. According to the 
continuator of Ibn Hawqal, Ràmisht's secretary brought back from 
China, where he had lived for twenty years, goods worth some 
500,000 dinars. From this we can make a judgment about the 
value brought by Ramisht himself. The latter financed a substitu- 
tion of the silver ablution basin in the Ka’ba with a gold one, and 





«For the Säsänid monuments of Sarwistän, see, ©. Reuther, F. Kimball, and L. C. 
Watelin, "Sasanian Architecture," in Survey of Persian Art, I, 493-592; Vanden Berghe, 
Archéologie de l'Iran. ancien, pp. 47, 156.) 

8? From Shiraz to Siräf, according to Istakhri, the distance was sixty farsakhs, 
from Shiraz to Jannäba, forty-four. [Concerning this route, see Aubin, “La survie 
de Shilau et la route du Khunj-ö-Fäl,” /ran, JBIPS, VII (1969), 21-37, showing 
further that Siräf (Shilau is the later, dialectical form of the name) by no means 
lapsed into total ruin after the eleventh century, but had a modest revival of pros- 
perity from the fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries, after the ruin of the island 
of Qays.] 

63 Magdisi, p. 426. Ibid. about the decline of Siraf and flourishing of Suhar in the 
tenth century (cf. bad, p. 92); dihliz al-Sin; according to Maqdisi, there was an 
earthquake in 366 or 367 (A.n. 976-978). For Siräf as the chief port of the Buwayhid 
period, see also the Athar-ı Ja fari, Ta’rikh-ı Shiraz. Incorrect opinion of Welsted, 
Reisen, L 219, that “Uman never had any commercial importance compared to 
Masqat, Suhär, and Qalhät. [The site of Siraf has since 1966 been exhaustively 
examined and excavated by a team of British archaeologists under the auspices of 
the British Institute of Persian Studies; for interim reports, see D. Whitehouse, in 
Iran, JBIPS, VI (1968), 1-22; VII (1969), 39-62; VIII (1970), 1-18; IX (1971), 1- 
17, X (1972), 63-87; XI (1973), 1-30. A full account is in course of publication. See 
also Matheson, Persia, an Archaeological Guide, pp. 246-49.] 

54 Istakhri, 154. (Cf. G. Ferrand, Voyage du marchand arabe Sulaymán (Paris, 1922); 
Krachkovskii, Arabskata geograficheskata literatura, pp. 141 ff.)) 

6 [bn Hawgal, p. 198. (For additions to Ibn Hawgal's work, introduced by the 
editor of the Hispano-Arabic version in 1139-1184, see BGA, II, V; Krachkovskii, 
Arabskata geograficheskana literatura, p. 204.)) [Cf. A. Miquel, La géographie humaine du 
monde musulman jusqu'au milieu du II* siécle (Paris, 1967), I, 299-309.] 


160 


FARS 


he donated on behalf of the temple a kiswa made from costly Chinese 
fabrics.®6 

To the east of Shiräz on the highway through Färs to Hurmuz 
and the southern portion of Kirmän lay the district of Däräbjird, 
belonging by climate to the same middle zone; here too converged 
the cultivation of the products of cold and warm lands. The chief 
town of the district, Fasä, was second in Fars in terms of size,®’ but 
the modern town has no remnants left from antiquity. No longer 
remarkable are the two towns, or more exactly villages, of Da- 
rabjird, whose creation tradition ascribes to Darius I, and Furg or 
Furj, Arabic Burj, both also situated on the main road from Fars 
to Kirmän. In the tenth century, there were fortified towns of 
commerce and industry here, and the main market was in Fasa. 
Near Däräbjird was mined, just as today, the mineral mümiyá' [or 
mummy] a kind of bitumen used as medicine for wounds and 
fractures; mümiyä’ was exported to all countries, and its mining 
was then, as now, a government monopoly. The same substance 
was used in antiquity for embalming corpses, hence the term for 
Egyptian mummies. A border town of Fars was Tarum, now Tarun; 
the road from there to Hurmuz led, most probably, through the 
mountain gorge Tang-i Zag, famous, according to Tumanskii, 
throughout the whole south of Persia.” Subsequently the district 
of Däräbjird bore the name Shabänkära and was ruled by a dynasty 
of local provenience, the Fadlawayhids."? According to tradition, 
this dynasty’s claims to legitimacy go back to pre-Islamic times, but 
more detailed data about its members who, like other local rulers, 
bore the Turkish title atabek, pertain only to the Mongol period" 


8 The author met Rämisht in Aden in 539/1144-5. Cf. K. Inostrantsev, “Pere- 
selenie Parsov,” p. 137 n. 2; the date 532/1138, the price of the covering was 18,000 
dinars. In the thirteenth century, Siraf, according to Yagut, was ruined, cf. Le 
Strange, The Lands, p. 259; ıbıd., for the destruction of Siräf by Rukn al-Dawla 
Khumirtigin, amir of the island of Qays, according to the Färs-näma. (See also 
S. M. Stern, “Rämisht of Siraf, a Merchant Millionaire of the Twelfth Century,” 
JRAS (1967), pp. 10-14.) 

$7 Istakhri, p. 128. 

85 Ibid., p. 155. [Däräbjird was an important town in Säsänid times, and nearby 
is a celebrated Säsänid rock relief depicting Shäpür I, according to the traditional 
view, but Ardashir I in the view of Georgina Herrmann; see her "The Darabgird 
Relief—Ardashir or Shähpür?” Iran, JBIPS, VII (1969), 63-88.) 

69 Ot Kaspiiskogo moria, p. 96. 

70 For the decline of Däräbjird in the twelfth century, according to the Färs-näma, 
see Le Strange, The Lands, p. 289. 

7! S. Lane-Poole [The Muhammadan Dynasties, pp. 172-73], Russian tr. Barthold, 


161 


FARS 


The capital of the Fadlawayhids, the fortress ig (near the town of 
Zarkan), lay to the northwest of Darabjird."? In the middle of the 
fourteenth century, this dynasty was overthrown by the Muzaffa- 
rids. The Arab geographers give almost no information about the 
present district of Laristan with the chief city of Lar and the im- 
portant harbor of Linga.?? 

To the west of Shiraz lay the district of Sabir, the smallest [district 
of Fars] in size: its chief towns were Nawbanjän and Käzarün. The 
name of the district stems from that of its former capital, the city 
of Shäpür or, as Magdisi calls it, Shahristan." As the name suggests, 
Shäpür was founded under the Säsänids; in the tenth century it 
had already lost its former importance because of the rise of Ka- 
zarün. Not far from the ruins of the city one can still see in the 
mountains several bas-reliefs, one of which represents the victory 
of Shäpür I (249-272) over the Roman emperor Valerian; there is 
on the same site a statue of Shäpür I, the only extant statue from 
the Säsänid period.” The road from Shiraz to Käzarün, described 





Musul’manshe dınastu (St. Petersburg, 1899), p. 298. (See also Sahib, Daftar-ı dilkushä, 
ed. R. Khadi-zade (Moscow, 1965).)) [Zambaur, Manuel de génealogie et. chronologie 
pour P’histoire de l'Islam, p. 233; Spuler, Die Mongolen m Iran, pp. 146-47; idem, ER, 
art. "Fadlawayh"; Cahen, "Fadluwayh le Shavankareh,” Studia Iranıca, VIE (1978), 
111-15. The unpublished general history of Persia, the Majma' al-ansab fi -tawdrikh 
of Muhammad b. ‘Ali Shabänkärä’i (d. 1358), is also in large part a special history 
of Fars and of the Shabankara'i Kurds; see Storey, Persian Literature, 84-85, and 
Storey-Bregel’, I, 334-37.] 

72 Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms. no. 171, fols. 230a, 245b fed. Le 
Strange, pp. 138, 187, tr. idem, pp. 137, 178]. In the Ta’rikh-ı Shirdz, Ik or lj; much 
more correct is the form Ig in Le Strange, The Lands, p. 289. Cf. Yägüt, Mu jam, 
1, 415, for the fruits and their export to the island of Kish. 

78 The conquest of Läristän under Shah “Abbas in 1601; succession of rulers since 
Kiyanid times (Iskandar Munshi, ms., fol. 119a) fed. Tehran, II, 616-18, tr. Savory, 
II, 805-808]. According to Le Strange, The Lands, p. 291, Lar is for the first time 
mentioned in the fourteenth century by Mustawfi. (For Läristän, see Romaskevich, 
"Lar i ego dialekty” (with detailed bibliography); Ahmad Iqtidari, Lärstän-ı kuhan 
(tahgig dar bära-yı Láristán-i gadim) (Tehran, 1334/1955); J. Aubin, "Les sunnites du 
Làrestàn et la chute des Safavides,” REI, XXXIII (1965), 151-71.)) [Much more, 
however, is known about Läristän in post-Mongol times; see J. Calmard, EF’, art. 
“Lar, Läristän,” and for the island of Linga, Bosworth, s.v.] 

74 Maqdisi, p. 432. 

75 Istakhri, p. 150, regarding a mountain in the confines of Säbür with portraits 
of Persian kings, marzbäns and priests (Schwarz, Iran im Mittelalter, II, 42). There is 
an error on the map (Shäpür is to the northwest of Käzarün, not to the northeast). 
(For the Säsänid monuments in the area of Shápür, see the bibliography in Vanden 
Berghe, Archéologie de l'Iran ancien, pp. 54-57, 158-59, 242; Ghirshman, Iran. Parthes 
et Sassanıdes; idem, Les mosaiques sassanides (Paris, 1956).)) [Shäpür is more generally 
known today as Bishäpür; see also for its pre-Islamic monuments, Matheson, Persia, 
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by the Arabs,’® coincided with the first part of the modern highway 
from Shiraz to Biishahr."" 

In Kàzarün?? and the modest town Tawwaj or Tawwaz, halfway 
between Käzarün and the harbor of Jannàba,? were woven the 
linen fabrics called tawwäji or tawwäzi, famous throughout the Is- 
lamic world. By Mustawfi's time (fourteenth century), Tawwij al- 
ready lay in ruins.8° No less famous were the textiles of the town 
Sinij or Siniz, situated not far from the estuary of the Tab on the 
border of Fars and Khüzistàn; the term sinizi was also borne by 
textiles woven in Samarqand, which shows that the crafts of Fars 
influenced those of Mäwarännahr. In turn, the textile industry of 
Fàrs developed, it would seem, under the influence of that of Egypt; 
flax for sinizi was first imported from that country, but later it came 
to be grown locally. One of the fabrics produced locally was called 
dabigi, after the Egyptian town of Dabiq.?! 

Büshir, more exactly Büshahr, now the main port on the Persian 
Gulf, gained this prominence only in the eighteenth century under 
Nadir Shah. The site was already inhabited, judging by archaeo- 
logical finds, in pre-Islamic times. Among the finds are even in- 
scriptions made by the inhabitants of Susiana, some dating from 





an Archaeological Guide, pp. 236-40; Herrmann, The Iranian Revival, pp. 15-16, 23, 
90, 92-94, 101-105.] 

76 Mention in Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb led. Le Strange, pp. 185-86, tr. idem, p. 
176], of the road to Qays through Kärzin; the latter lay, according to Istakhri, p. - 
120, on the same rivulet as Kuwär. Cf. Yaqüt, Mujjam, IV, 974; Le Strange, The 
Lands, pp. 257, 296. According to Istakhri, p. 134, ten farsakhs from Fasä was 
Jahrum, eighteen farsakhs from it was Karzin. 

7? C£. Le Strange, The Lands, p. 296. On the border of Shäpür and Ardashir- 
Khurra was Dasht-i Barin and constructions of Mihr-Narse; see Tabari, tr. Nóldeke, 
pp. 111 ff. 

78 (For the history of Käzarün, see also [the life of] Abū Isháq Käzarüni [Mahmüd 
b. "Uthman, Firdaws al-murshidıyya ft asrar al-samadiyya], ed. F. Meier (Leipzig, 1948).) 
[This work shows the continued strength of Zoroastrianism in Käzarün in the late 
tenth century, that is, under the Büyids; the governor of the town was a Zoroastrian; 
cf, Frye, “The New Persian Renaissance in Western Iran,” Arabtc and Islamic Studies 
m Honor of Hamilton A. R. Gibb, ed. G. Makdisi (Leiden, 1965), p. 227.] 

7? Tawwäj, according to Istakhri, p. 120, is on the rivulet Ratin, which flows into 
the Nahr Sabir, then leaves it, passes by Tawwaj, and flows into the sea. For Tawwäj, 
see also Le Strange, The Lands, pp. 259 ff.: “its site has never been identified”; even 
at the beginning of the twelfth century, its greater part lay in ruins; by the fourteenth 
century, there was nothing but ruins. 

80 Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms. no. 171, fol. 222b [ed. Le Strange, p. 116, tr. 
ıdem, p. 115]. 

81 Barthold, Turkestan, p. 236, Soch.. 1, 296. [R. B. Serjeant, Islamic Textiles, Material 
for a History up to the Mongol Conquest (Beirut, 1972), pp. 48-59.] 
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the eighth century B.c.®? In the tenth century a.D., however, there 
was no harbor here that could compare with that of Jannäba, let 
alone Siraf or Hurmuz. The locality was known by the name of 
Sif, "sea-coast." In the fourteenth century, Mustawfi distinguishes 
between Sif Abi Rashir? and Sif “Umara; here, as in other coastal 
areas, Arabs constituted the main element of the population.® In 
the sixteenth century the Portuguese fortification of Reshir was 
situated here. Some ten versts to the north of this fortress was the 
harbor chosen by Nadir Shah for the construction of a fleet in the 
Persian Gulf.** The conditions for lying at anchor and especially 
for unloading are most unfavorable here. The harbor is not shel- 
tered from winds, and in bad weather it is inaccessible; also, because 
of shallowness it is necessary to unload freight into local barges. 
Nonetheless, a considerable volume of trade with China, India, and 
Europe converges on Büshahr, which is linked with the center of 
the state by relatively adequate roads; this trade is almost exclusively 
in the hands of the British. 

The coastal belt, with the town of Jannäba, was usually considered 
a part of the district of Arrajän, although the Arab geographers 
do not exactly define the boundaries of the respective districts, and 
we find conflicting reports in their works as to the connection of 
the individual towns with this or that district. The town of Arrajan 
itself is usually identified with the ruins near the town of Bihbihàn.86 


82 (For the monuments in the district of Bushir (ancient Liyän), see bibliography 
in Vanden Berghe, Archéologie de l'Iran ancien, pp. 165-74.) 

d Correctly, Sif Abi Zuhayr, as in Le Strange, The Lands, pp. 256-58. 

8% Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms. 171, fol. 222b fed. Le Strange, p. 116, tr. idem, 
pp. 114-15]. 

84 For Rishahr and Büshahr, see Áthár- Ja fari, Ta’rikh-ı Shiraz (the former was 
supposedly founded by Luhrasp and embellished by the constructions of the Sasanid 
Ardashir; Bushir under Nadir Shah, under Nasir al-Din Qäjär; military clashes with 
the British). For Bashir and the residence of the British agent in Sabzäbäd, seven 
miles to the south of Bashir on the highest point of the island, for Sif (?Shif) to the 
north of Bashir, see Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, p. 313. (For Rishahr and Réshir, 
see Hudüd al-'álam, tr. Minorsky, p. 378 and note 1.)) [Lockhart, EI, art. "Büshahr 
(Büshir)." In 1976, the population of Büshahr was 57,681 (Le monde iranıen et l'Islam, 
IV [1976-1977], 242).] 

85 Rittikh, Ocherk Persu, pp. 190-91. [It is now a base for the Iranian navy, though 
subordinate to Bandar “Abbas in the Strait of Hurmuz.] 

86 Arrajàn as the place of residence of the governor of Fars and Kirmän is men- 
tioned by Baladhuri, p. 392. According to Le Strange, The Lands, p. 268, Bihbihan 
replaced Arraján and became the chief town of the district after the end of the 
twelfth century. For Arrajan, see also Nasir-i Khusraw, Safar-näma (Tehran lithog.), 
pp. 244-45, “twenty thousand men"; the same number in Jerusalem (Mednikov, 
Palestina, 11/2, 854), in Tinnis (in Egypt) 50,000 (Näsir-i Khusraw, Safar-näma Teh- 
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In the tenth century, it lay somewhat further to the south, by the 
river Tab, more specifically near that part of its course which is 
today called Khayrabad;" a magnificent bridge was built here with 
the money donated by one of the wealthy people of Fars, and it 
was considered to be the boundary between Fars and Khüzistän.®® 
The foundation of Arrajan was ascribed to the Sasanid king Qaw- 
adh who had ruled at the end of the fifth and beginning of the 
sixth century. In the tenth century, Arrajan was one of the large 
towns of Fars but, it would seem, its importance was less industrial 
than commercial; this was determined by the fertility of its environs, 
proximity of the sea, and position of the city on the main road 
from Fars to Khüzistän and from there to Mesopotamia. The road 
from Shiraz to Arrajän led northwestward through the village of 
Guyüm or Juwaym. Its further direction is not quite clear, because 
the names of the villages mentioned in the Arabic itinerary no 
longer exist; the town of Nawbanjan lay on this road, but that of 
Shäpür was situated to one side of it.9? 

Alongside the towns of commerce and industry that gained im- 
portance in the Islamic period, there were still in the tenth century 
remnants of earlier feudal systems exemplified by mountain castles 
that numbered, according to the testimony of the Arab geogra- 
phers, some 5,000; among these were even such as had never been 
taken by assault.” Some of these castles were in the hands of the 
fire worshipers, of whom there were still many in the tenth century. 
They had their temples in almost every town and in each group 
of villages,?! and their number exceeded that of the Christians and 
Jews. According to Mustawfi, the ruin of towns based on com- 
merce and crafts was caused by the inhabitants of these castles. As 
for the city of Arrajän, it was said to have been destroyed by the 
Isma'ilis or Assassins.°® 





ran lithog., p. 97); in Nishäpür barely one-fifth of the number that was in Misr 
(ind., p. 143); in Jidda 5,000 (ibıd., p. 174); in Lahsä the Carmathians had over 
20,000 soldiers (:b:d., p. 220); environs of Arrajàn. 

87 For the river Täb in the Middle Ages, see Le Strange, The Lands, p. 270. 

55 Ibn Hawgal, p. 191. 

8 Istakhri, p. 133. [For the historical geography and archaeology of the region, 
see H. Gaube, Die Südpersische Provinz Arragin/Kuih-Giluyeh von der arabischen Ero- 
berung bis zur Safawidenzet (Vienna, 1973).] 

99 [stakhri, p. 116. 

91 Ibid., p. 118. 

92 Magdisi, p. 439. Ibid., for the Shi'is of the coastal zone and for the Sufis. 

93 Nuzhat al-qulüb, ac dd ms. no. 171, fol. 227 [ed. Le Strange, p. 130, tr. 
idem, p. 129]. 
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Beside the sedentary population of Fars, there have always lived 
there, in the past as today, many nomads. The western edge of the 
Iranian plateau is formed by the same kind of parallel mountain 
chains with scant vegetation that we saw along its northeastern 
edge; the mountain chains are separated from each other by valleys 
and plateaus, sometimes fertile and well watered, but more often, 
because of their considerable altitude, suited only for pasture land. 
At present the nomadic peoples of Fars and Khüzistän have various 
names; in their physiognomy those nomads who speak Iranian 
dialects differ quite sharply from the Farsis, and probably represent 
a mixture of former inhabitants with Aryan conquerors. Apart 
from the Iranian-speaking nomads, many groups of peoples of 
Turkish and Arabic origin live as nomads in the same areas.?* The 
geographers of the tenth century subsume all the Iranian nomads 
under the name of Kurd, after that of the largest group. Similarly, 
corresponding to the five districts of the sedentary population, five 
districts of nomads were distinguished in Fars, but the boundaries 
of the two types of district did not coincide. The areas of movement 
of each nomadic group had to cover a fairly extensive territory, 
because almost all the nomads spent the summers in the mountains 
and the winters near the seacoast. The term zumm (pl. zumüm) is 
used for a nomadic district; de Goeje derives this term from the 
Kurdish word zume. Up to 500,000 households of nomads were 
accounted in Fars; at the head of each zumm was a special chieftain 
charged with collecting taxes and insuring the security of roads. 

The Kurdish term zumm has now been replaced by its Turkish 
counterpart, il. The Persian government today pursues the same 
policy toward the nomads as it has in the past. According to Curzon, 
it has learned from experience that the only way to hold the nomads 
in any degree of submission is to let them keep their own chieftains: 
the appearance of Persian tax collectors among the nomads brought 
no benefit to the treasury and caused disturbances among the pop- 
ulation.? At present, the Iranian nomads are counted separately 


% (For the nomads of southwestern Iran, see now Narody Perednet Azit, pp. 276- 
82, 558; Ivanov, Plemena Farsa; Bahmanbigi, ‘Urf u 'ádát dar 'ashá' ir-i Fars (Tehran, 
1324/1945); C. G. Feilberg, Les Papis, tribu persane de nomades montagnards du Sud- 
Ouest de l'Iran (Copenhagen, 1952); V. Monteil, Les tribus du Fars et la sédentarisation 
des nomades (Paris and The Hague, 1956); F. Barth, Nomads of South Persia, the Basen 
Tribe of the Khamseh Confederacy (Oslo and New York, 1961), and the bibliographies 
in these works.) [For general surveys, see A KS Lambton, ER, art. “Mat”; B. D. 
Clark, in The Persian Gulf States, ed. Cottrell et al., pp. 503-506.) 

% Ibn Khurradädhbih, tr. p. 33 (notes by de Goeje). 

96 Istakhri, pp. 113-15. 

97 Persia, 1, 436; II, 271. 
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from the tribes of Turkish® and Arabic origin; the latter two are 
combined in an artificial group, the llat-i Khamsa, similar to the 
five zumms of the tenth century. Officially only 60,000 tents of 
nomads are counted in Fars at present, but, in Tumanskii's opinion, 
this figure is below the actual one.® Even today the nomads spend 
the summers on high plateaus, whereas for the winter they descend 
partly to the terraces of the warm slopes turned toward the Persian 
Gulf (garmsirät), partly to the lowland of Arabistan—in other words, 
to the southern part of Khüzistän. The Persian terms garmsir and 
sardsir, used by these nomads, roughly correspond to the Turkish 
terms gishlag and yaylag. 

We have seen the district of Yazd also pertained to Fars. The 
road from Shiraz to Yazd led then, as now, through Istakhr, Dihbid, 
and Abarqüh. The town of Yazd also had the name Kuththa.'©° As 
in Kirmàn, in Yazd and Abarqüh too the predominant type of 
building was one made from clay with a domelike roof; wood was 
not used because of the lack of forests. Yazd was celebrated for the 
fertility of its surroundings, and it was always one of the most 
important stations in long-distance trade. Except for the period of 
the Atabeks of Yazd, who ruled there from the middle of the 
eleventh century to the end of the thirteenth,’ the city had no 
political importance; its commercial importance, however, has been 
maintained to this day. According to certain censuses, its inhabitants 
number up to 80,000 souls;!% the number of commercial and in- 
dustrial buildings, especially the spinning and weaving workshops, 
is also very high. In Yazd, the Zoroastrian religion still has a con- 


3$ The Turks, especially the Qashqà'i: see Tumanskii, Ot Kaspiiskogo moria, p. 77; 
article of Romaskevich, "Pesni Kashkaitsev"; their winter quarters in the southern 
and southwestern districts of Fars, summer quarters in the area of Isfahan. [See 
also F. Sümer, EI, art. “Kashkay”; P. Oberling, The Oashgd'i Nomads of Fars (The 
Hague, 1974).] 

99 Ot Kaspuskogo moria, p. 75. 

19 Illustrations in Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, p. 420; Jackson, Persia Past and 
Present, pp. 345 ff., 374 ff. 

101 Lane-Poole, The Muhammadan Dynastes, pp. 172-73 tr. Barthold, Musul’manskıe 
dinastii, pl. 298. [See Zambaur, Manuel, p. 231, for the Atäbeks of the thirteenth 
century, and for the preceding governors of Yazd and Abarqüh under the Saljuqs, 
the Käküyids displaced from Isfahan and Hamadän, see Bosworth, “Dailamis in 
Central Iran: the Käküyids of Jibal and Yazd," Iran, JBIPS, VIII (1970), 84-95.] 

102 The entire population of Yazd, according to Jackson, Persia Past and Present, 
p. 350, was 30,000 to 40,000, or, together with the villages, 60,000. According to 
Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, it is 60,000. [The population of the town itself in ca. 
1950 was 24,959 (Farhang, X, 213). In 1976, it was 135,978 (Le monde ranen et 
l'Islam, IV [1976-1977], 242).] 
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siderable number of followers;!% the Muslim population, according 
to Khanikoff, is noted for its fanaticism.!°* According to other 
reports, the population is relatively tolerant and moderate, perhaps 
as a result of its proximity to the gabrs; the explosion of fanaticism, 
whose victims in 1891 became the Babis, was deliberately provoked 
by the government.!® The present town is surrounded by ruins; 
from among the existing buildings the most ancient—the so-called 
Mosque of Amir Chaqmaq—was built, as an inscription on one of 
its walls shows, in 699/1299-1300 by the amir Sungur.!% There is 
a plan of Yazd in Khanikoff's book.!° 


103 According to Jackson, Persia Past and Present, pp. 354, 425, there were 8,000 
gabrs in Yazd, and 11,000 in all of Persia; according to Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, 
p. 423, there are 7,000 gabrs in Yazd, of whom only 1,000 “live in the actual city,” 
For their rituals, Jackson, Persia Past and Present, p. 366: "Upon reaching the temple 
I found it to be a simple unpretentious building. ... Mohammedanism allows no 
rivals to its beautiful mosques with turquoise domes, arabesques, arches, and slender 
tessellated minarets." [E. G. Browne, during his stay in Iran 1887-1888, had much 
contact with the Zoroastrian and Baha'i communities of Yazd, and records of the 
former that "though less liable to molestation now than in former times, they often 
meet with ill-treatment and insult at the hands of the Muhammadans, by whom 
they are regarded as pagans, not equal even to Christians, Jews, and other ‘people 
of the book,' " and mentions some of the violence and persecution that they had 
to suffer (A Year amongst the Persians, 2nd ed., pp. 404-56). The surviving Zoroastrian 
communities of the Yazd region, now shrinking under relentless pressures from 
the surrounding Muslim environment, have been recently studied at firsthand by 
Mary Boyce; see her “The Zoroastrian Houses of Yazd,” Iran and Islam. In Memory 
of the Late Vladimir Minorsky, pp. 125-47, and A Persian Stronghold of Zoroastrianism. 

Based on the Ratanbai Katrak Lectures 1976 (London, 1977).] 

104 Mémotre, p. 202. 

105 Zhukovskii, "Nedavnie kazni." 

106 Cf. Jackson, Persia Past and Present, p. 350; Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, pp. 420- 
21; the mosque was built by ‘Ala’ al-Dawla Garshäsp in 513/1119; it was rebuilt by 
Sayyid Rukn al-Din in 777/1375, on the mosaic there is the date of 877/1472; in 
that year Mir Chaqmaq "covered it with beautiful designs." The fortress was built 
in 532/1137 “by Abu Jafar Sultan, Alá-u-Din, Kanjár" (Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, 
p. 421). A fourteenth-century observatory in Yazd, according to Sykes (ibid.); same 
source for Chaqmaq. Qal'at al-Majüs five farsakhs from Yazd, on the road to 
Abarqüh (Istakhri,, p. 130). Yazd as being "extremely cold" in Maqdisi, p. 437; Cf. 
Jackson, Persia Past and Present, p. 349. In Le Strange, The Lands, p. 285, quotation 
from Mustawfi, who says that "Yazd is built with unfired bricks, which are here as 
durable as fired bricks in other places, for it almost never rains in Yazd.” 

107 (Mémoire. For the history and monuments of Yazd, see also Survey of Persian 

. Art, II, v; ‘Abd al-Husayn Ayati, Ta'rikh-i Yazd ya ätashkada-yı Yazdàn (Yazd, 1317/ 
1938); Muhammad Mufid Bäfgi, /ami'-: mufidi, III, ed. Iraj Afshar (Tehran, 1340/ 
1961); Ja'far b. Muhammad Ja'fari, Ta’rikh-ı Yazd, ed. iraj Afshar (Tehran, 1343/ 
1965).)) [Lockhart, Persian Cities, pp. 106-11.] 
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